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Agent Remarks 
All I can say about this weather we've been having is
"WOW!" I don't think I've ever experienced this nice of a
February. As much as I would love for this weather to
continue, UK Meteorologist Matt Dixon thinks we may be
in for some colder weather this month.  For more on this,
please read the UK Ag Weather update found on page 2. 
This past month has been busy here at Ag Extension.
We've hosted our Central Region grower meetings, which
were filled with good information relevant to the
conditions in the markets and weather that we've been
seeing. I've also spent the past month working on
programming for this spring and summer, and the Farm
City Field Day. I'm excited for the things to come!
With the spring and summer coming up the University of
Kentucky is also hosting a slew of events that may be
pertinent to you and your operation. Please make
yourselves aware of all the upcoming events at the end of
the newsletter. 

Please reach out if you have any 
questions or want to schedule a visit! 
Have a great March! 






Changes in
Kentucky Sales

Tax that Apply to
Farming 

Jerry Pierce, Kentucky Farm
Business Management Coordinator

Legislation went into effect on the first of 2023 that 
made many services subject to Kentucky’s 6% sales 
tax. One change was to the qualifications for 
residential use exemption from sales tax on utilities. 
As a result, Kentucky sales tax will be charged for 
utility services furnished to any location that is not 
your place of domicile, even if it was formally 
classified as residential.

Click HERE to read more! 

 Ag Weather
Update

Matt Dixon, University of Kentucky
Meteorologist

Looking beyond...I'm afraid there may be some bad
news on the horizon. Following a VERY warm 
January and February, there's some hints that 
 March could go in the other direction. After a mild
first week of the month, outlooks start hinting at
colder air filtering into the region. In fact, below is a
look at the week 3 & 4 temperature outlook, valid
for the time period of March 11th through the 24th, 

which shows pretty high confidence in below normal temperatures. As much as we want this
warmth to continue, looks like it's coming to an end. Speaking of the warmth.....this has been one of
the warmest starts to the year that Kentucky has ever seen. January 2023 was our 4th warmest
January ever recorded (129 year record). Taking into account all the data and 2023 is running in a
very similar trajectory to 2017. Back at that time, we saw our 2nd warmest January-February ever
recorded. 2023 will likely be right up there with it. Much like 2017, vegetation is waking up pretty
early and moving into advanced growth stages much earlier than normal. As you may imagine,
while we're seeing signs of 
spring early in the year, this isn't 
necessarily a good thing. Our 
warmth in 2017 was actually 
followed by below normal 
temperatures in March. In fact, we 
had lows dip well into the 20s
and even the teens over multiple 
nights. While I'm not saying we'll get 
that cold, the outlook below 
definitely hints at 
some cold days and nights ahead!

UK Ag Weather Update 
February 27th, 2023

https://agecon.ca.uky.edu/changes-kentucky-sales-tax-apply-farming




As the ‘meteorological’ winter ends (Dec 1 to Feb 28) for 2023, we 
are projected to have the warmest winter on record. This is 

impressive considering the sub-zero temperatures in late
 December 2022. This has many people, including us, wondering: 

What does this mean for Kentucky’s 2023 winter wheat crop?
 First: We are fortunate that our current wheat crop is not 

excessively large, with excessive stands and tillers and at an
 advanced growth stage for this early in the season. Wheat with 

‘excessive growth’ and at an advanced growth stage typically is at 
a much greater risk to be damaged by a spring freeze than 

moderate/acceptable stands. This year, we likely do not have excessive growth and advanced growth
stages because the fall conditions were quite dry, which resulted in delayed emergence in most situations.

In addition, the sub-zero temperatures during late December seems to have slowed down wheat growth
enough to keep stands from becoming excessively thick. 

 Second: To compare how warm this winter has been, we examined the growing degree days (base
temperature of 32°F) from December 1 to February 28 for this year and the years that the National

Weather Service has identified as the “Top 10 Warmest” Winters for Paducah and Lexington. We chose
these sites because the National Weather Service has a record of the top 10 warmest winters and

because they likely represent the range of weather differences across the potential wheat growing
regions within Kentucky.

Third: Since the winter of 2011-2012, seven of the last twelve winters have had above average GDD’s. Of
those seven, three have resulted in late spring freeze events that have harmed the wheat crop. 

What contributes to a significant freeze event? Temperature, duration of temperature and plant growth
stage are all factors to be considered. The majority of yield limiting damage occurs to wheat after Feekes
6, or jointing, when the growing point of the plant moves above the soil surface. Plants can withstand cold
and even sub-freezing temperatures at this stage. However, if temperatures fall at or below 24°F for two
or more hours moderate to severe yield damage can occur. If freeze damage is suspected it is important

to wait seven to ten days with good growing temperatures, 40°F or above, before scouting. Even with
above normal GDD’s, most of the wheat in the state has not reached jointing yet but will be approaching

soon. Refer to AGR 253 and ID 125 if freeze damage is suspected.
We are painfully aware that this year our GDD’s rank second to the 2016-2017 season. Most of us recall
vividly the late freeze that had us very concerned for the impact to our wheat crop (link here). Although
multiple freeze events occurred that season, final wheat yields averaged 77 bu/A (the record breaking

state average was the 2020-2021 season at 87 bu/A). This highlights the importance of closely
monitoring wheat growth and development, particularly if freeze events are forecast. Should a freeze

event occur, refer to AGR 253 and ID 125.



How Could the Potential Warmest
Winter on Record Affect Kentucky’s

Wheat Crop? 



-Conner Raymond & Dr. Carrie Scott

Figure 1: Winter wheat in Princeton, KY
2/24/23. Despite the bitter cold

temperatures in late December 2022, the
wheat stands are good. Weed populations

are equally “nice”.  

http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/AGR/AGR253/AGR253.pdf
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/ID/ID125/ID125.pdf
https://www.kygrains.info/blog/2017/3/28/estimated-yield-potential-for-kys-freeze-damaged-wheat?rq=carrie
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/AGR/AGR253/AGR253.pdf
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/ID/ID125/ID125.pdf


Forage News

The University of Kentucky Ag Weather Center’s degree day model for alfalfa weevil indicates that many
counties in Kentucky are likely to exceed the 190 Degree Days (DD) used as a starting point to begin scouting by
early to mid-March. Once temperature accumulations reach 190 DD, growers are advised to look at their alfalfa

fields and begin their alfalfa weevil larval counts. So far, degree day accumulations for this year are trending
close to average for the last 10 years.

Fall-laid alfalfa weevil eggs are the first to hatch in the spring. These eggs hatch earlier than those laid in the
spring, and 190 DD approximates when first leaf feeding damage becomes noticeable. Temperature extremes
during the winter help to limit the survival of alfalfa weevil eggs that were laid in stems in the fall. Damage by

the young larvae will first appear as tiny pin holes in the leaves.



Click HERE to read more!

Critical Time to Begin Sampling for Alfalfa
Weevil 

-Ric Bessin, UK Entomology Extension Specialist 

Tips to Controlling Weeds in
Grass Pastures 

-JD Green 

Using good pasture management practices can help
minimize weeds and unwanted plants in grass pastures

and hayfields. To get the most quantity and quality from
pastures, use management practices that encourage

growth of a vigorous, dense stand of forage grasses and
limit germination and growth of unwanted plants. Weeds
that reproduce by seed readily germinate in thin pasture
stands, and unwanted plants are more prone to become

established in these areas.



Click HERE to read more!

Continue pasture renovation by no-tilling seeding legumes.
Place small seed at 1/4 to 1/2 inch deep and check depth several times during planting; slow down
for more precise seeding.
Continue feeding hay until adequate forage exists in the pasture for grazing.
Spring seeding of grasses should be done in early to mid-March (but fall is preferred)
Begin smoothing and re-seeding hay feeding and heavy traffic areas.
Graze pastures overseeded with clover to reduce competition from existing grasses (Pull off
before grazing new clover plants).
Provide free choice high-magnesium mineral to prevent grass tetany on lush spring growth.

Timely Tips

https://grazer.ca.uky.edu/content/tips-controlling-weeds-grass-pastures


GRAIN PROFITABILITY
OUTLOOK 2023

BY: GREG HALICH 

The grain markets surged to a new level after 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in late 
February 24, 2022. Prices have come down since 
their peak last spring, but they are still extremely 
high. Current prices for 2023 new-crop delivery are 
around $5.60/bu for corn, $14/bu for soybeans (2/22/23). This is an increase of around $.30/bu
for corn and $.75/bu for soybeans compared to what these prices were expected one year ago. 

Click HERE to read more! 

SPRING LAMB PRODUCTION
-Penn State University Extension 

Sheep are well suited to a small-scale or part-time farming operation due to their nutritional
versatility and adaptability. Sheep can be fed a very high concentrate diet (similar to swine),

solely a forage diet, or any combination. Spring lambing uses the ewe's natural breeding cycle
(breeding October through December and lambing March to May), which improves breeding
efficiency and potential pasture utilization. Compared to most other livestock enterprises,

spring lamb production has lower investment costs and labor requirements, and quicker
returns on investment. Spring lambing programs also have lower housing, feeding, and labor

costs compared to more intensive lambing enterprises.

Click HERE to read more!

Free services cheerfully provided by
your local migrant services office -
we are NOT associated with legal

aid. 
Diana Kuta & Angel Martinez/ Scott

County, Kentucky. 
diana.kuta@scott.kyschools.us or

angel.martinez@scott.kyschools.us
(502) 370-1929 or (502) 370-8141

https://agecon.ca.uky.edu/grain-profitability-outlook-2023
https://extension.psu.edu/spring-lamb-production



RECIPE



The purpose of this article is to examine cow-calf profitability for a spring calving

herd that sold weaned calves in the fall of 2022 and provide an estimate of
profitability for the upcoming year, 2023. Table 1 summarizes estimated costs for
a well-managed spring-calving cowherd for 2022. Every operation is different, so
producers should evaluate and modify these estimates to fit their situation (see
Table 2). Note that in Table 1 we are not including depreciation or interest on

equipment/fencing/facilities, as well as labor and land costs.



Click HERE to read more! 
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Cow-Calf Profitability Estimates for
2022 and 2023 (Spring Calving Herd)



-Greg Halich, Kenny Burdine, and Jonathan Shepherd

https://agecon.ca.uky.edu/cow-calf-profitability-estimates-2022-and-2023-spring-calving-herd


Spotted lanternfly (SLF) is an invasive species, originally from Asia, that was first confirmed in the
US in 2014. 
The adult is distinctive looking, with front wings 

Tree of heaven is their primary host plant, but they 

If you believe you have seen or captured a spotted 

Fast Facts 

that have a mixture of stripes and spots while the back 
wings have a bright red color that contrasts with white, 
black, and khaki coloration on the rest of the body. 

are known to feed on over 70 different species of 
plants including grapes, apples, and maples. 

lanternfly, please take a photo or capture the specimen 
and get it identified by the entomology department or 
submit it to a local extension professional.

Wildlife Information

Spotted Lantern Fly 
-University of Kentucky Entomology and Forestry 

Click HERE to read more!

Food Plots 
-Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife

The planting of food plots is possibly the most
implemented and, in most cases, the least needed
wildlife management practice in Kentucky. Many
landowners believe that food plots provide everything
that wildlife need when in fact they comprise the
smallest piece of the wildlife habitat puzzle. The key
elements for wildlife survival are food, water, cover,
and space. However, given the mild climate and diverse
vegetation in the state, food is seldom a limiting factor
for wildlife. In fact, animals feed on a wide variety of
native vegetation, some of which is often considered
to be worthless weeds by most landowners. Cover,
because it is most often lacking, is virtually always
much more important than food in determining the
abundance of local populations. However, food plots
can be a piece of the puzzle, when they are done
properly

Click HERE to read more!

https://entomology.ca.uky.edu/ef465/
https://fw.ky.gov/Wildlife/Documents/foodplots.pdf


March
Events 



Registration Fee: $35

April 11th at Allen County Extension Office
7:30 - 4:30pm 

Click HERE to register!
April 13th at SMK Agricultural Venue

 7:30 - 4:30pm 
Click HERE to register!

Kentucky Regional Fencing
Schools

May 9th: UK Wheat Field Day at Princeton
June 29th: Pest Management Field Day at Princeton

July 25th: UK Corn, Soybean, and Tobacco Field Day at
Princeton 

At the Kentucky State Fair
Grounds!

Kentucky Beef
Expo

March 3rd -
5th 

To learn more or register for the IPM Training School
click HERE. 

International Grassland
Congress

 May 14 - 19 at the Northern Kentucky
Convention Center!

This is the first time IGC will be in the
US since 1981.

The theme of the conference is
Grassland for Soil, Animal and Human

Health. The conference features
academic presentations that highlight
research on grassland ecology, forage
production and utilization, livestock

production systems, grassland
sustainability and ecosystems, and
grassland policies and social issues.

Another highlight of the event will be
tours of grasslands throughout the

Midwest, Southeast, Northeast, and
Pacific Northwest regions of the United

States. We are excited to host the
International Grassland Congress in
Kentucky. Find out more about the

2023 event on our event page. 
 

Click HERE to learn more!
Grain Events

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2023-kentucky-fencing-school-scottsville-tickets-539765853197
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2023-kentucky-fencing-school-richmond-tickets-539771680627
https://kentuckypestnews.wordpress.com/2023/02/28/2023-ipm-training-school-2/?utm_source=KY+Pest+News+List&utm_campaign=6661d91e61-KPN_NEWSLETTER_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bee884adb8-6661d91e61-228299085&ct=t%28RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN%29
https://www.internationalgrasslands.org/2023-igc/
https://www.internationalgrasslands.org/



