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         I hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving. Mine was
spent with friends and family, and lots of food. The
holiday also brought the cold weather that most
Kentuckians dread every winter.
          Please be aware of the information about the CAIP
and NextGen programs for the 2024 program year on
page 6. There will be an informational meeting about
updates and new requirements on January 13th at the
Extension Office. Check out the events section of the
newsletter for more information. 
         Also be sure to take note of the Annual Scott County
Beef Improvement meeting coming up on January 9th at
the Extension Office. Join us for an evening of fellowship
and all things beef. You must be a Scott County Beef
Improvement member to attend, but you can pay your
dues at the door!
           With cold wet weather right around the corner check
out all the articles throughout the newsletter about
managing your livestock and 
forages this season!

THE FARMACY
DECEMBER NEWS 

Agent Remarks 



Protecting Your Pastures
While Winter Grazing 

-Kaylee Wheeler

Will winter grazing impact next year’s growth?
When done properly, winter grazing typically has little to no 
impact on subsequent year’s production. This is because most 
grasses will be dormant during winter grazing. When the grasses 
enter dormancy, they store their carbohydrate reserves below ground in the root system. During the spring
green-up, these underground reserves are what the plant relies on to begin growing again until producing
enough leaves to photosynthesize with. Therefore, when the grasses have gone dormant for the season, cattle
can essentially graze those plants without causing damage.
Although the grasses are hardier while dormant, overgrazing is still a concern that can impact pasture health
in the following growing season. Regrowth could be compromised if dormant grasses are grazed too short and
if sufficient soil cover is not maintained. It is important that enough cover is left on the surface in order to: 1)
protect the soil from erosion potential and 2) to increase soil moisture.
Unprotected soil is susceptible to erosion and invasive species/noxious weeds in the subsequent growing
season. Grass cover that is left on the soil surface will act like a sponge to retain moisture from precipitation
during the winter. Approximately 4 to 6 inches of stubble should be left to capture moisture. Bare ground does
not collect moisture easily and any snowfall on bare ground is susceptible to disappear through wind loss.
Producers should monitor ground cover within their pastures to ensure there is adequate litter on the soil
surface.
How can I manage my pastures for winter grazing in the future?
It is important to utilize available resources, such as pastures, conservatively and wisely. Several strategies are
available to incorporate successful winter grazing on your operation. With proper recovery times and
regrowth, one pasture can be grazed multiple times. Pastures can also be left un-grazed during the growing
season and saved for grazing during the dormant season. Depending on the cost of hay, saving pastures for
winter grazing could be cost effective. Regardless of the strategy, the value of pasture can be increased by
winter grazing.
Healthy rangelands offer better grazing.
Diverse and healthy native rangelands hold much greater nutritional value during the dormant season when
compared to pastures with introduced species. For example, western wheatgrass, a native cool-season grass,
has excellent nutritional value when dormant. Some producers have found success with not grazing western
wheatgrass pastures during the growing season in order to stockpile them for winter grazing. Cattle will
require less protein supplementation when grazing the native grass. In contrast, smooth bromegrass, an
introduced and invasive cool-season grass, has very poor nutritional value when dormant. Cattle will require
more supplementation when grazing the invasive grass.
Two grazing seasons, one pasture.
It is possible to graze pastures during the regular growing 
season and again during the dormant season. With this 
strategy, one pasture can yield two grazing seasons. However, 
it is essential to evaluate the amount of recovery growth that 
the pasture was able to stockpile prior to winter grazing. The 
influence of cool-season or warm-season species will also 
impact recovery growth.

Forage News

https://extension.sdstate.edu/winter-grazing
https://extension.sdstate.edu/getting-ready-winter-range


Begin utilizing stockpiled pastures. Graze pastures with orchardgrass and clovers first. Save tall fescue
pastures for late winter grazing. 
Using polywire, strip graze stockpiled pastures to improve utilization. Start at the water source and allocate
enough forage to for 2-3 days.  Back fencing is not necessary.
Make plans to frost seed red and white clover onto closely grazed tall fescue pastures in February. Secure
seed now since supplies of good varieties will be tight.
Some hay can be fed as stockpiled grass is grazed to stretch grass. 
Minimize hay waste by utilizing ring feeders. 

Forage Timely Tips: December

Pastures that were grazed in late summer or early fall likely had much less opportunity to recover. As
a result, they are likely to have much less dormant forage available. In contrast, pastures that were
grazed early in the growing season are likely to be in better condition for winter grazing. This is
because the grasses hopefully had enough precipitation and recovery time for decent regrowth.
Grazing earlier is likely to produce a more adequate stockpile of dormant forage available for winter
grazing.
Invest in high-yield grass savings.
Another option is saving pastures for later use during the dormant season. Utilizing the rest rotation
system during the growing season can provide extra benefit for winter grazing. This strategy rotates
cattle through multiple pastures while leaving one or more completely un-grazed through the
growing season. By allowing grass to remain un-grazed for an entire growing season, plant vigor,
forage yield, and root stores reach their peak. As a result, there is more dormant grass to utilize
during winter grazing, and carbohydrate reserves are maximized for the next growing season.
What do my cows need while winter grazing?
Winter grazing stockpiled forage does not eliminate the need to feed hay, especially during times of
inclement weather and as spring cows advance in pregnancy. However, winter grazing can be used as
a strategy to reduce the amount of hay required. Dormant grasses will typically contain less than 6%
crude protein. As a result, cows should be provided with adequate supplementation to meet their
nutritional requirements.

https://extension.sdstate.edu/do-you-have-defer-grazing-winter-pastures
https://extension.sdstate.edu/grazing-systems
https://extension.sdstate.edu/dealing-snowstorms-cattle-winter-range
https://extension.sdstate.edu/nutritional-needs-prior-calving
https://extension.sdstate.edu/understanding-protein-feed
https://extension.sdstate.edu/winter-cow-supplementation-and-cold-stress


Conservation
Corner

Here are some ways the Scott County
Conservation District can help you!

Scott County Conservation District
           100 E Penn Ave (M-F 9:00 – 2:00pm),

502-863-2466,  scottcountycd@yahoo.com

State Cost Share
Applications accepted for 2025
funding until October 30, 2024
4 Areas of Interest: 
Livestock – Animal Feeding
Operations (AFO)
Livestock – Pastureland BMP
Cropland BMP
Forestland BMP

Local Cost Share
Programs Include:
Gateway, Barn Entrance & Heavy Traffic
Corridor Erosion Control Program
Pipeline and Waterer
Cover Crop
Pasture Renovation
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Backyard Conservation
Programs Include:
Plant a Tree – 50% cost-share up to $100
Pollinator Plot – 50% cost-share up to $100
Rain Barrel Kit – 50% cost-share up to $25.00
Garden Cover Crop – Free bags of wheat seed





Livestock 
Mexico Notifies United States of

New World Screwworm Detection 
-USDA

USDA Takes Action to Prevent Spread to 
U.S. Animals
On November 22, 2024, the Chief Veterinary 
Officer of Mexico notified the United States 
Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service (APHIS) of a positive 
detection of New World screwworm (NWS) in Mexico. The NWS was found in a cow in the southern
Mexico state of Chiapas, at an inspection checkpoint close to the border with Guatemala. NWS are fly
larvae that infest living tissue of warm-blooded animals, causing infection. 
“Given the northward movement of NWS, APHIS has in recent months stepped up its efforts in Central
America to partner with impacted countries to push this pest out of newly affected areas,” said Dr.
Rosemary Sifford, Chief Veterinary Officer of the United States. “With this latest find in Mexico, we will
further intensify this work to protect American agriculture and reestablish the barrier in Central
America.”
Given the severity of the threat from NWS, APHIS is restricting the importation of animal
commodities1 originating from or transiting Mexico effective immediately and pending further
information from Mexican veterinary authorities on the size and scope of the infestation. A complete
list of regions APHIS recognizes as affected by screwworm and well as more detailed information on
trade restrictions can be found on the USDA APHIS Animal Health Status of Regions website. 
NWS maggots can infest livestock and other warm-blooded animals, including people. They most often
enter an animal through an open wound and feed on the animal’s living flesh. While they can fly much
farther under ideal conditions, adult flies generally do not travel more than a couple of miles if there are
suitable host animals in the area.
APHIS is working with partners in Mexico and Central America to stop the spread of NWS into the
United States and asking all producers along the southern border to watch their livestock and pets for
signs of NWS and immediately report potential cases. 
Screwworm infestations are difficult to detect at first. Check your pets and livestock for draining or
enlarging wounds, and signs of discomfort. Also look for screwworm larvae or eggs. Screwworm eggs
are creamy and white and are deposited on near the edges of superficial wounds. If you suspect your
animal is infected with screwworm, contact your veterinarian.
While not common in humans, if you notice a suspicious lesion on your body or suspect you may have
contracted screwworms, seek immediate medical attention. 
Since 2006, APHIS has collaborated with Panama to maintain a barrier zone in eastern Panama,
working to prevent the northward movement of NWS from South America to NWS-free areas in
Central and North America. In the last two years, screwworm has spread north of the barrier
throughout Panama and into Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, Guatemala and now Mexico. This
increase is due to multiple factors including new areas of farming in previous barrier regions for fly
control and increased cattle movements into the region. APHIS is releasing sterile flies through aerial
and ground release at strategic locations throughout Central America.
APHIS will continue working with partners in Mexico and Central America to eradicate NWS from the
affected areas and to reestablish the biological barrier in Panama.
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December
Events







National Farm
Machinery

Show
February 14th - 17th 

at 
the Kentucky Expo

Center 
9am - 5pm daily 

Kentucky
Cattlemen’s
Convention 

January 16th - 17th  
at the 

Owensboro
Convention Center 




