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Agent Remarks 
I hope you all have had a good January. Here at the Extension
Office I've been as busy as ever. I've hosted my first session of
BQCA. I've also been busy working on programming for this
year. I hope to offer monthly programs that will be beneficial
for all producers in the county. 
I think it's safe to say that all the rain we lacked this fall we
made up for this past month. Along with the rain we have dealt
with a tremendous amount of mud. Mud requires livestock to
use more energy throughout the day which results in the loss
of average daily gains. To combat mud is no easy feat. It takes
time and money which most producers allocate elsewhere.
However, there are steps farmers can take to minimize mud
around their farm. To learn more read the article on page 4
"Appropriate All Weather Surfaces for Livestock". 
I look forward to starting out this year on a positive note.  I'm
settling in well here in Scott County and at the Extension
Office. I now plan on taking time out of my schedule to connect
with more producers and go on more farm visits. My main goal
within this year is to get to know as many producers as I can!

Please reach out if you have any 
questions or want to schedule a visit! 
Have a great February! 



 A Flood Watch will be issued on days when flooding is more likely on a river or large creek. A
Flood Watch means flooding in the area is more likely than on a normal day, but that flooding
is not currently expected.
 A Flood Warning will be issued when flooding is forecast or occurring. A Flood Warning
means flooding is expected or has been reported at designated river forecast points.
 Flood Advisories may be issued for minor flooding on rivers and creeks.
Areal Flood Warnings may be issued for flooding on parts of rivers or large creeks not
covered by designated river forecast points.

When we receive enough water that the ground
 can’t absorb anymore, it begins to accumulate on
 the surface - we call that runoff. The water either 
begins to pond, or runs into the nearby creek and 
river channels. However, when ponding water 
begins to rise and blocks roadways or impacts 
residences, or the streams and rivers can’t hold any 
more water and spill out of their banks - we call this 
flooding. This time of year areal flooding is more 
likely simply because the cold temperatures may 
keep part of the ground frozen and because there is a lack of vegetation - both of which cause a
reduction in the amount of water the ground can absorb, and increases the amount of runoff.
Flood waters can be the result of heavy rain, excessive or rapid melting snow and ice, or a
combination of the two. 
Thinking back to February of 2021 here in Kentucky - large portions of the state received 3 large
snow and ice events, with quite a bit of snowpack on the ground. This was then followed by a
round of heavy rain, which melted the snow. With the ground still frozen, the liquid had nowhere
to go. Low lying areas, creeks, streams, and eventually the rivers all slowly filled up - leading to
widespread areal and river flooding across the state, especially in the east and along the main
stem rivers.
When weather conditions become more favorable for flooding, the National Weather Service will
issue more directed products about conditions on rivers and large creeks.

In general, areal flooding along rivers and large creeks is somewhat gradual - meaning there will
be some time to prepare. Make sure to monitor your nearby creeks and rivers in heavy rain
events or during large snow melts. Listen to the NOAA Weather Radio for flood
watch/warning/and advisory information, and 
have a plan in place for getting you and your 
animals out of danger. Connect with your family
 and neighbors about local flood risks and 
planning needs ahead of time. NEVER attempt 
\to cross a flooded roadway or bridge!!! If you 
can’t get out, seek higher ground. 

 

Winter Areal
and River
Flooding
Jane Marie Wix - National

Weather Service Jackson, KY





Forage News

The value of commodity feeds is well established in the beef cattle industry. An often-overlooked aspect of
supplementing grazing cattle with hay is the additional mineral nutrients that pass through the animal to the

pasture in the manure and urine. The objective of this guide is to help calculate the value of supplemental feeds
as a fertilizer for pastures. With manure nutrients, cattle are the fertilizer spreader. Urine typically contains
more than 50 percent of the total nitrogen and potassium excreted by cattle. Conversely, feces contain 80

percent of the total phosphorus excreted by cattle. The nutrients in supplemental feed are only valuable as a
fertilizer if you take steps to ensure that they are spread evenly around the whole field. Animals typically do a

poor job of distributing nutrients around a pasture; nutrients tend to concentrate near feeders, water and shade
areas. The bulk of the pasture often gets only limited benefits from manure nutrients unless steps are taken to

improve manure distribution by grazing animals. 
 

Click HERE to read more!

Continue grazing stockpiled tall fescue if available.
Assess grass stands. If thin, consider adding legumes.
Begin frost seeding with 6-8 lb/A red and 1-2 lb/A ladino white clover on closely grazed pastures.
On pastures with lower fertility, consider also adding 10-15 lb/A annual lespedeza.
Consider applying 40 lb/A nitrogen in mid- to late- February on some pastures to promote early growth.
Sign up for shared use drills for spring renovation.
Service and calibrate no-till drills.
Apply lime and fertilizer according to soil test if not done in fall.

Timely Tips

Fertilizer Value of Supplemental Feed for
Cattle on Pasture
-University of Missouri Extension

Red Clover to the Rescue
-Amber Friedrichsen

If ever there were an animal in trouble with toxic endophyte-
infected tall fescue, red clover would likely have been able to

help prevent the issue. This legume can remedy
vasoconstriction in cattle, and new research suggests it has

other superpower-like properties as well. Vasoconstriction is
a condition caused by toxic endophytes that grow between

tall fescue’s cell walls. Affected animals’ blood vessels
constrict, and they can have difficulty regulating their body
temperature, which leads to heat stress in the summer and
cold stress in the winter. Jimmy Henning with University of
Kentucky (UK) Extension says red clover can help combat

these negative consequences.
 

Click HERE to read more!

https://extension.missouri.edu/publications/g2083
https://kyforagenews.com/2023/02/02/red-clover-to-the-rescue/


THREE QUESTIONS FOR
THE 2023 BEEF CATTLE

MARKET 
BY: KENNY BURDINE

Last week, Josh provided an overview of the 2023 

cattle market. While he discussed the challenge 

of high grain prices, he largely wrote about a 

general optimism stemming from tighter cattle 

supplies as we start this new year. Without a 

doubt, most market fundamentals point to a 

considerably stronger cattle market across all sectors this year. This article will briefly discuss

three questions that will be answered by the markets between now and spring.

Click HERE to read more! 

APPROPRIATE ALL WEATHER
SURFACES FOR LIVESTOCK

-Steve Higgins, Stephanie Mehlhope, Lee Moser, & Sarah Wightman

Many livestock producers would say that mud is a natural part of livestock production. But the

creation of mud costs producers money and makes them less competitive. Livestock that walk

through mud require more feed for energy but actually eat less because walking in mud requires

more effort to get to feed and water. Therefore, mud decreases average daily gains (Table 1). Mud

accumulation on the coat increases the amount of energy needed to generate heat in the winter or

to keep cool in the summer. Also, it can lower sale prices due to hanging tags. The creation of

mud also increases animal stress and leads to a variety of health problems, including protozoan

and bacterial infections. It is essential that livestock producers understand that mud hinders

cost-efficient livestock production and efforts should be made to limit the creation of mud. This

publication explains how mud is created and describes different types of hardened surfaces and

pads that agricultural producers should use to reduce mud creation and ultimately increase

production efficiency and protect natural resources.

Click HERE to read more!

https://mailchi.mp/0b1034912ff1/cattle-market-notes-weekly-20636705?e=9e0ff44835
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/AEN/AEN115/AEN115.pdf


 RECIPE

 
The American Farm Bureau Federation today released its

priorities for what may be the most consequential legislation
for agriculture in 2023 – renewal of the farm bill. The priorities
were identified by a working group of Farm Bureau members

and staff from across the country.
 

Click HERE to read more!
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AFBF Establishes 2023 Farm
Bill Priorities

-Mike Tomko, AFBF Director of Communications

https://www.fb.org/news-release/afbf-establishes-2023-farm-bill-priorities


Wildlife Information

Nuisance Species in Kentucky 
-Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife

What are nuisance species?
Nuisance species are non-native species (a.k.a. exotic, alien, or non-indigenous) that have moved
outside their native range AND threaten native species and interfere with important commercial,
agricultural, and recreational actives.
Why do some species become "nuisances"?
Natural “checks and balances” such as predators, 
parasites, diseases, and competitors do not exist 
outside of the native ranges of these species creating 
an environment where they can dominate and become 
“nuisances.” Native species are not used to living with 
these new species and are not adapted to eat them or 
compete with them.

Click HERE to read more!

Deer Harvest Among Highest in Recent Years 
-Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife

FRANKFORT, Ky. (Jan. 26, 2023) — Hunters in Kentucky 
harvested more white-tailed deer during the 2022-23 season 
than the season before and posted an overall harvest total 
rivaling some of the highest on record.
The 144,506 deer taken by hunters from early September 
through Jan. 16 is the highest total since 2019 and the fourth 
most taken in a season over the past decade. The 2015-16 
season harvest of 155,734 remains the benchmark in 
Kentucky's modern history. The top five counties by total 
harvest this past season were Christian, Hardin, Shelby, 
Breckinridge and Pendleton.
“It was a solid season from start to finish," said Noelle 
Thompson, deer program coordinator for the Kentucky 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources. “Favorable 
hunting weather during the 16-day modern gun season in 
November helped drive the harvest total higher. Average 
white oak and red oak acorn production also played into hunters' favor."

Click HERE to read more!

https://fw.ky.gov/More/Pages/Nuisance-Species-Plans.aspx
https://fw.ky.gov/News/Pages/Deer-harvest-among-highest-in-recent-years.aspx


February
Events 



Kentucky Beef Expo
March 3rd - 5th 

At the Kentucky State Fair Grounds!



Other Events 
Farm Machinery Show, February 15 - 18, at the

Kentucky State Fair Grounds! 
Click HERE to learn more!

Kentucky Fencing School, April 13 at Madison
County! 

Click HERE to learn more! 
International Grassland Congress, May 14 - 19 at the

Northern Kentucky Convention Center! 
Click HERE to learn more! The College of Agriculture, Food and Environment is an

Equal Opportunity Organization with respect to education
and employment and authorization to provide research,

education information and other services only to
individuals and institutions that function without regard
to economic or social status and will not discriminate on

the bases of race, color, ethnic origin, creed, religion,
political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity,
gender expression, pregnancy, marital status, genetic
information, age, veteran status, or physical or mental
disability. Inquiries regarding compliance with Title VI

and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the
Educational Amendments, Section 504 of the

Rehabilitation Act and other related matter should be
directed to Equal Opportunity Office, College of

Agriculture, Food and Environment, University of
Kentucky, Room S-105, Agriculture Science Building,
North Lexington, Kentucky 40546, the UK Office of
Institutional Equity and Equal Opportunity, 13 Main

Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40506-
0032 or US Department of Agriculture, Office of the

Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410. 

https://farmmachineryshow.org/
http://forages.ca.uky.edu/event/2023-kentucky-fencing-school-0
https://internationalgrasslands.org/2023-igc/

