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         I hope you all have been doing well. I have been busy
with winter programming the past few months, as well as
attending conferences. 
        With the beginning of the new year being cold, wet,
and snowy be sure to monitor any damage to pastures.
Many producers have called in regards to hay or haylage
sampling for winter feeding or to sell hay. Feel free to
reach out if you are interested in getting hay tests. 
       The United States has seen an uptick in avian influenza
in recent weeks. A large portion of this disease is spread
through wild birds. The Kentucky Department of Fish and
Wildlife is doing a great job monitoring the spread. I know
that we don’t have many large poultry facilities in our
area, but backyard flocks are still at risk. For more
information check out page 7. 
       
Reach out if you all have any questions!
Stay safe this February!
Brittany 

THE FARMACY
FEBRUARY NEWS 

Agent Remarks 



Over the last few years, producers have been
challenged to balance decreasing commodity

prices against high input costs. One of the
major factors contributing to this challenge
has been above-average fertilizer prices. In
2021 and 2022, a combination of increased

demand for fertilizer and disruptions to
fertilizer production and supply caused

prices to double or, in the case of anhydrous
ammonia (NH3), triple in a few months

(Figure 1), reaching record highs. The good
news is that nominal fertilizer prices

decreased throughout 2023 and 2024 as
these shocks were largely corrected.

Click HERE to read more!

Crops 

Fertilizer Prices: What Cen we
Expect in 2025?

-Andrew Wright, Texas A & M 

What’s Your Grain Marketing Plan?
-Andrew Frankenfield, Penn State University 

"I should have sold more when it was higher."
Have you said or thought this? I have heard it.

My response was, "What is your plan?"
Sometimes, the response I get is, "I can't sell

now when it is almost a dollar lower than it was
a month ago. So, I'll just harvest the crop, put it

in the bin, wait and see what happens."
Marketing decisions and pretty much all

decisions are much clearer in hindsight. No one
can predict the future so don't beat yourself up

over what you did or didn't do. Rather, look
ahead and plan, write it down, and here is the

kicker: refer back to the plan and follow it.
Click HERE to read more!

https://southernagtoday.org/2025/01/02/fertilizer-prices-what-can-we-expect-in-2025/
https://extension.psu.edu/whats-your-grain-marketing-plan


Agricultural Land: To Own or To Rent?
-Samantha Ayoub, American Farm Bureau 

Why Grocery Inflation Still Feels High
-Ashley Kim & Sungeun Yoon, University of

Florida 

Since November 2023, grocery inflation (food-at-
home, FAH) has slowed to around 1%, following

fluctuations in 2021 and 2023 that peaked at
13.5% (US BLS). However, the perception of
grocery inflation remains relatively high. Our

monthly consumer survey of approximately 500
primary grocery shoppers in the US reveals that a

significant share of consumers still perceives
grocery inflation as high (Figure 1).[1] Over 60% of

respondents reported high inflation perceptions
between July 2023 and May 2024 when the

average FAH inflation rate was 1.8%.  Several
factors contribute to the persistently high
perception of inflation among consumers.

Click HERE to read more! 

Ag Economics and Policy 

In 2022, 39% of agricultural land was rented – a
proportion that has remained relatively stable for

over 50 years. When deciding how to acquire land,
rising farm real estate values can be a valuable asset

or an extra hit to growing production expenses.
Farmers and ranchers who operate a mix of owned
and rented land make up over half of agricultural

land in production and are affected by both sides of
land value spikes. 

Click HERE to read more!

https://southernagtoday.org/2025/01/02/why-grocery-inflation-still-feels-high/
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://www.fb.org/market-intel/u-s-agricultural-land-values-and-cropland-cash-rents-reach-record-levels-amid-falling-commodity-prices
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://www.fb.org/market-intel/agricultural-land-to-own-or-to-rent
https://agecon.ca.uky.edu/store-or-not-store-old-crop-exit-strategies
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346


Remove animals from waterlogged pastures to limit pugging and soil compaction.
 Continue grazing stockpiled tall fescue if available.
 Assess grass stands. If thin, consider frost seeding legumes.
Begin frost seeding with at least 6-8 lb/A red and 1-2 lb/A ladino white clover on closely grazed pastures.
 On pastures with lower fertility, consider adding 10-15 lb/A annual lespedeza to the above
recommendation.
 Consider applying N at 40 lb/A in mid to late February on some pastures to promote early growth (not on
frost seeded pastures).
 Sign up for shared use drills for spring renovation.
 Apply lime and fertilizer according to soil test if not done in fall.
Control problem weeds like buttercup in late February when day temperatures are forecast above 50
degrees for 3 consecutive days.

Forage Timely Tips: February

Forage News

The frost seeding method allows seeds to be inter-seeded into
undisturbed soils by scattering seed on top of the ground. The

freezing and thawing action of the soil works the seeds into the soil
where they can germinate. In Kentucky, the ideal time to frost seed
is between February 10 and March 1, with mid-February preferred.
It is important to consider what forage species can be successfully
frost seeded. Seeding red and white clover is recommended using

this method. While it is possible to frost seed some grass species, it
is typically less successful and generally not recommended. Using
this technique can reduce machine use and seeding cost. It is also

beneficial as it can be done at times when utilizing heavy machinery
would damage pastures such as extremely wet periods. Individual
pasture characteristics should also be considered when deciding if

frost seeding will be successful on your farm. 
Click HERE to read more!

Frost Seeding 
-University of Kentucky Forage Extension 

USDA Hay Production Update 
-USDA

 The USDA, NASS Annual Crop Production report released
January 10th. This document includes acreage, yield,

production, and stocks data for Kentucky hay, with
historical comparisons.

Report highlights; Farmers harvested 5,000,000 tons of dry
alfalfa and other hay in 2024, up 13% from 2023.

Click HERE to read more!

https://kyforagenews.com/2024/02/02/the-gift-that-keeps-giving-clover/?mc_cid=12aa501e87&mc_eid=8be0d82d64
https://grazer.ca.uky.edu/frost-seeding
https://kyforagenews.com/2024/02/02/the-gift-that-keeps-giving-clover/?mc_cid=12aa501e87&mc_eid=8be0d82d64
https://kyforagenews.wordpress.com/2025/02/01/usda-hay-production-update/


Conservation
Corner

Here are some ways the Scott County
Conservation District can help you!

Scott County Conservation District
           100 E Penn Ave (M-F 9:00 – 2:00pm),

502-863-2466,  scottcountycd@yahoo.com

State Cost Share
Applications accepted for 2026
funding until October 30, 2025
4 Areas of Interest: 
Livestock – Animal Feeding
Operations (AFO)
Livestock – Pastureland BMP
Cropland BMP
Forestland BMP

Local Cost Share
Programs Include:
Gateway, Barn Entrance & Heavy Traffic
Corridor Erosion Control Program
Pipeline and Waterer
Cover Crop
Pasture Renovation

FEBRUARY
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Backyard Conservation
Programs Include:
Plant a Tree – 50% cost-share up to $100
Pollinator Plot – 50% cost-share up to $100
Rain Barrel Kit – 50% cost-share up to $25.00
Garden Cover Crop – Free bags of wheat seed



Livestock 

Weaning Practices Limit Stress
to Ewes and Lambs

-Melanie Barkley, Penn State

Placements Lower Than Expected
in January Cattle-On-Feed Report 

-Kenny Burdine

The January Cattle on Feed report was released on
Friday afternoon. Total on-feed inventory to start the

year was estimated at a little over 11.8 million head,
which is down by just under 1% from January of 2024.
Even though feeder cattle supplies have been lower,

feedlot inventories ran above year-ago levels for eight
of twelve months in 2024 as lower feed prices

encouraged longer feeding times. While I don’t want to
read too much into it, this was the largest year-over-

year decline since May.
Click HERE to read more!

Ewes baaing, lambs crying, and shepherds wishing
for quiet: will the noise never cease! These are all

signs that weaning is commencing. However, some
of that baaing and crying can be minimized if

shepherds take a few simple steps to prepare for
weaning. And, this can limit the stress to both ewes

and lambs in the flock.
Click HERE to read more!

After a long, cold winter in much of the United States, many
farms and their fields will need some work come spring. The

following guidelines will help ensure your pasture
management efforts are both beneficial and economical for

your farm.
Click HERE to read more!

Spring Pasture Management Do’s and Don’ts
-David Brown, University of Missouri

https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://southernagtoday.org/2025/01/02/placements-lower-than-expected-in-january-cattle-on-feed-report/
https://dairy.osu.edu/newsletter/buckeye-dairy-news/volume-6-issue-7/control-bovine-respiratory-disease-brd-or-pneumonia
https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://fas.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2024-07/Livestock_poultry.pdf
https://extension.umn.edu/horse-pastures-and-facilities/managing-mud-horse-farms
https://fas.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2024-07/Livestock_poultry.pdf
https://equine.ca.uky.edu/news-story/spring-pasture-management-dos-and-donts


WILDLIFE
Kentucky Der Hunters Achieve

Record Successes in 2024-25 Season 
-Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife

Hunters collectively recorded a near record harvest of
deer during Kentucky’s just concluded 2024-25 season.
Hunters took 149,868 deer – the state’s second-highest
harvest ever recorded. Additionally, hunters harvested
more deer from public land than any previous year. The
percentage of antlered deer taken this past season also
set a record.  “We’re very pleased with harvest results,”
Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Deer Program Coordinator

Joe McDermott said. “We had a great season, even with
subpar weather at times.”  
Click HERE  to read more!

Avian Influenza
-Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife

 Kentucky Fish and Wildlife's responsibilities and
actions include.  Monitoring wild bird and mammal

populations for mortality events and submitting
received specimens for HPAI testing. Testing a
random sample of live and hunter-harvested

waterfowl for HPAI. Collaborating with partners to
minimize  the transmission of HPAI in wildlife,
safeguarding the health of  wildlife, domestic

animals, and people . Providing biosecurity guidance
to hunters, wildlife enthusiasts, wildlife

rehabilitators, and outdoor recreationists on
reducing the transmission of HPAI to safeguard the

health of wildlife, domestic animals, and people. 
Click HERE to read more! 

https://kyforagenews.com/2024/02/02/the-gift-that-keeps-giving-clover/?mc_cid=12aa501e87&mc_eid=8be0d82d64
https://fw.ky.gov/News/Pages/Kentucky-deer-hunters-achieve-record-successes-in-2024-25-season.aspx
https://fw.ky.gov/News/Pages/Kentucky-deer-hunters-achieve-record-successes-in-2024-25-season.aspx
https://fw.ky.gov/Wildlife/Pages/AvianInfluenza.aspx#:~:text=There%20is%20no%20treatment%20for,avian%20influenza%20in%20domestic%20birds.


February 
Events



National Farm
Machinery

Show
February 14th - 17th 

at 
the Kentucky Expo

Center 
9am - 5pm daily 

Kentucky Beef
Expo

February 28 - 
March 2nd 

at 
the Kentucky Expo

Center 



Scott County Fair 
June 16th - 21st

at 
the Scott County

Fairgrounds
 



The Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and
Environment is an Equal Opportunity Organization

with respect to education and employment and
authorization to provide research, education

information and other services only to individuals
and institutions that function without regard to

economic or social status and will not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, ethnic origin, national
origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity, gender expression,

pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age,
veteran status, physical or mental disability or

reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.
Reasonable accommodation of disability may be
available with prior notice. Program information
may be made available in languages other than

English.
Inquiries regarding compliance with Title VI and
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of
the Educational Amendments, Section 504 of the

Rehabilitation Act and other related matter should
be directed to

Equal Opportunity Office, Martin-Gatton College of
Agriculture, Food and Environment, University of

Kentucky, Room S-105, Agriculture Science
Building, North Lexington, Kentucky 40546,
the UK Office of Equal Opportunity, 13 Main

Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40506-0032 or

US Department of Agriculture, Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400

Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C.
20250-9410.


