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Agent Remarks 
I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
I spent my holiday with family and friends. Between trying to
stay warm and doing work around the farm I definitely kept
busy! Please make yourselves aware of all the upcoming
events that are in this month's newslette!

With the New Year upon us many people take time to make
new year resolutions.  Most people decide they are going to
lose weight, start eating healthy, travel more, etc. However,
most people that set these goals never follow through with
them. Goal setting can be a beneficial asset to your operation,
allowing your farm to grow and improve each year. I encourage
you to set some new year resolutions for your farm. It can be
anything from taking soil samples to designating time to keep
up with records, or even incorporating newer agriculture
practices. Pick something that will benefit you, but is realistic
for you to achieve. To help you with goal setting and keeping up
with your goals please read the publication from Oklahoma
State University about Goal Setting for Farms found on page 2. 

I hope you all stay safe and healthy
this January and as always please 
reach out if you need anything! 



Goal Setting for
Farm and Ranch

Families 
Many would not leave home on a trip to an unfamiliar destination without a road map. They would
want to know where food, gas, and lodging were available. An arrival time would be estimated to
inform family and friends. What about business? A well-developed “road map” for a farm or ranch
is needed. Steps for generating goals to guide farm/ranch decision making follow.

Click HERE to read more! 

-Damona Doye, Regents Professor and Extension
Economist, Oklahoma State University

Extension Office Closed
The Scott County Extension Office will be closed for

the Martin Luther King Jr. day on January 16th

We apologize for any inconveniences this may
cause you. 

Equine
Tips

https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/goal-setting-for-farm-and-ranch-families.html




Stay dry to stay warm! Wet clothes result in much faster heat loss.
Wear multiple layers. Trapped air between loose fitting clothing helps to insulate you
from the cold. Wool keeps you warmer than cotton because wool fibers trap air
pockets and when wool is exposed to damp conditions, it wicks moisture away from
your skin and helps keep you dry. Also, try to use an outer layer that is water resistant.
Cover everything you can! Wear mittens or gloves and a hat. At least half your body
heat can be lost if your head isn’t covered.
Stay informed on the latest weather forecasts. 

When asking Kentuckians to reminisce about the 
worst winter storm they can remember, what
comes to mind likely varies by region. Those in 
the west will likely recall the Ice Storm of 2009
 when ice up to two inches thick coated
 everything and the power was out for weeks.
 Those in the Bluegrass will likely think back to
 January 1994, when one to two feet of snow fell,
 then an arctic blast sent temperatures plunging
 to a state record of 37 below zero in Shelbyville. 
Those in east Kentucky will likely recollect the Blizzard of 1993 when heavy snow and
strong winds whipped up snow drifts of six to ten feet and temperatures plunged below
zero. 
While the likelihood that a similar winter storm will occur in your region this winter is
remote, it does beg the question - are you ready if it does?
Probably the most effective step you can take at home to make it through the worst that
winter can bring is assembling an Emergency Kit. Your kit should contain, at a minimum,
72 hours worth of food, water and prescription medications for everyone in your
household, including your pets! If you heat with electricity, it’s also important to ensure
you have an alternate heat source. If that alternate heat source is a wood stove, make sure
the chimney is clean before building a fire. 
In severe winter storms, even venturing out to the barn to tend to the animals can be life-
threatening! Horses and other animals struggle in severe winter conditions and will likely
consume more hay than normal. Water sources will freeze up and require constant
chopping of holes in the ice so animals can drink. Firewood stores will also be consumed
quickly and propane may run out.  These are just a few hardships to plan for.

Here are some more tips to remember when winter turns especially harsh: 

The Depths of
Winter

Tony Edwards - National
Weather Service



 

Finally, it’s important to know the signs that someone is getting too cold. Hypothermia is
a medical emergency that occurs when your body loses heat faster than it can produce it.
Confusion, shivering, difficulty speaking, sleepiness and stiff muscles are all signs of
hypothermia and signs that medical attention is urgently needed. 
Preparing for the worst storm that may affect your area means you are well prepared for
all of the less severe winter storms that will most assuredly come this winter, and you
can sit back and enjoy the beauty of open country covered in a blanket of white.
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RECIPE
Changers to CEU Requirements for Commercial

Applicators in 2023
New laws and regulations governing the sale, use, and storage of pesticides, as well as changes to training and

certification standards, were approved earlier this year and will be implemented in 2023. This is the most
significant change to the program since 1978. In September, I outlined some of the more important changes for

the Private and Commercial Applicator Programs in two Kentucky Pest News articles. In this article, I will explore
the changes to the CEU requirements for commercial applicators and how these changes can affect recertification

and relicensing.
Click HERE to read the full article! 

https://kentuckypestnews.wordpress.com/2022/11/22/changes-to-ceu-requirements-for-commercial-applicators-in-2023/?utm_source=KY+Pest+News+List&utm_campaign=56fd150205-KPN_NEWSLETTER_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bee884adb8-56fd150205-228299085&ct=t%28RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN%29


2022 IN
REVIEW

BY: JOSH MAPLES 

This year was challenging for the livestock and poultry

 industries. High input prices, including agricultural

 chemicals, farm labor, feed, and fuel, raised the cost of

 production. Severe drought led to accelerated herd

 liquidation and poor hay production for cattle producers.

 Logistical and transportation issues continue to pressure

 agricultural supply chains. Highly pathogenic avian flu has negatively impacted poultry and

egg production. Despite these challenges, U.S. red meat and poultry production is projected to

reach a record 107.5 billion pounds in 2022 (Dec WASDE).

Click HERE to read more! 

The Markets 

https://cpb-us-e1.wpmucdn.com/wordpressua.uark.edu/dist/6/907/files/2022/10/AR-grain-price-risk-management-2022.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/oce/commodity/wasde/wasde1222.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/46df241d1210/cattle-market-notes-weekly-20617577?e=9e0ff44835


DEER DEER

Crossbow September 17, 2022- January 16, 2023

Free Youth Weekend December 31, 2022 - January 1, 2023

TURKEY TURKEY

Archery September 3, 2022 - January 16, 2023

RACCOON RACCOON 

Hunting October 1, 2022 - February 28, 2023

Trapping November 14, 2022 - February 28, 2023

Wildlife Information

Get More Animals to Call Your
Woodland Home

-Christopher Reeves, Forestry 
Woodlands may already be home to birds, bats, snakes, salamanders, turkeys, white-tailed deer,
and many other types of wildlife. But how can woodlands be improved to make them more
attractive to wildlife? Like most things in life, a plan is para - mount. Do woodland  owners want to
attract more game species such as deer and turkey or more songbirds for bird watching?
Narrowing down objectives can help determine the 
management activities that need to be 
implemented to meet goals. In general, all wildlife 
need three basic things: food, cover, and water. It’s
 just that each species needs different types of 
food, cover, and water. That’s where contacting a 
natural resources professional such as a Private 
Lands Biologist with the Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Resources or a Service Forester 
with the Kentucky Division of Forestry can help. 
These individuals can provide guidance on how to 
attract the kinds of wildlife desired in a woodland.

Click HERE to read more!

http://forestry.ca.uky.edu/sites/forestry.ca.uky.edu/files/attracting_wildlife_forfs17-04.pdf
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