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Agent Remarks 
It is crazy to think that June is already here. Time sure has flown
by this spring. May was a crazy month for Ag Extension. Farm
City Field Day was the main event of the month. However, we
also hosted the International Grassland Congress participants
for dinner at the Extension Office, had our first session of
Getting Started, a Farming Series, and helped with 4-H
environmental camps. June will be just as busy with programs,
that you can find at the end of this newsletter. 
With June approaching it brings heat and ticks to our Kentucky
homes. Please note the "Ticks and Disease in Kentucky" article
located on the wildlife page to learn more about the different
types of ticks you may see in the state. Also take note of the
link below the article that explains the guidelines on how to
submitted ticks for identification and testing at the UK lab. That
link also contains a surveillance directory of all ticks that have
been submit this year and where they were found in the state. 
You will also find a new segment in this newsletter called
Conservation Corner. This segment will feature all programs
and cost share opportunities that the Scott County  Soil
Conservation Office has. 

Stay safe and I hope you all have a great 
June! 



USDA's World Agricultural Outlook Board (WAOB) 
publishes the monthly World Agricultural Supply and 
Demand Estimates (WASDE) report. The report contains 
domestic and international supply and use forecasts for 
most crops and livestock products. USDA will update its 
monthly forecasts as more information about relevant 
supply and demand fundamentals becomes available. 
Tracking forecast updates and revisions from one report to 
the next provides a valuable perspective from USDA about what is impacting current and future crop and
livestock production.

Click HERE to read more!

 

2023 Beef
Production
Forecasts 

-James Mitchell, University of
Arkansas

Projected Plantings and Historical Accuracy
-Grant Gardner, University of Kentucky 

In this article, I discuss the Prospective Planting report for 2023, which provides the first
survey-based estimates of farmers' 2023 planting intentions. I first discuss the projections for
the United States and Kentucky. I then look at how accurate the United States estimates have

been in recent history and how the information could affect marketing year prices. Findings
indicate that planted acres closely follow prospective plantings. The report and current events
could point to lower corn prices and volatile soybean and wheat prices compared to last year.

 
Click HERE to read more!

Office Closed 
The Scott County Extension Office will be closed on

Monday, June 19th in observation of Juneteenth. 

https://www.usda.gov/oce/commodity/wasde
https://www.usda.gov/oce/commodity/wasde
https://www.usda.gov/oce/commodity/wasde
https://mailchi.mp/d2ddfdc23e94/cattle-market-notes-weekly-20791729?e=97693da52e
https://agecon.ca.uky.edu/projected-plantings-and-historical-accuracy


Forage News

Mowing Hay Low may Cost Money, Time 
-Linda Geist, University of Missouri Extension 

Reports of True Armyworm in
Hay in Central & Western

Kentucky 
-Ric Bessin, Entomology Extension Specialist 

This past week, there were a few reports of large numbers of
armyworms in hay fields collecting on equipment as the fields were

being cut. This is a different species from the fall armyworm that had
an outbreak in soybeans, alfalfa, and pastures two years ago. In

general, true armyworm, also know just as armyworm, tends to be
more of a spring pest of grasses and corn. Fall armyworm, as its

name implies is more of a late season pest beginning mid-July until
frost.

Click HERE to read more!

There are many reasons to avoid cutting low when
mowing hay, but money is the main one, says University

of Missouri Extension agronomist Tim Schnakenberg.
Schnakenberg recommends a height of 4 inches for

cool-season grasses like tall fescue, bromegrass,
orchardgrass and timothy and 8 inches for native warm-

season grasses. Typically, legumes such as alfalfa and
clover may be cut lower. It is important to cut cool-

season grasses before seed heads develop, if weather
permits.

 
Click HERE to read more!

Whether grazed, harvested for hay, or cut for silage, warm
season annual grasses are the kings of forage production.

Common species like forage sorghum, sudangrass,
sorghum/sudangrass hybrids, and millets grow best under
warmer temperatures, with peak performance at 75-90°F.

All species are highly productive with sudangrass on the
lower end producing 3-5 tons per acre and forage sorghum

recording yields up to 11 tons per acre.
Click HERE to read more!

Utilizing Summer Annuals 
Ben Beckman, Nebraska Extension Educator

Photo taken by Ric Besson, Entomology Extension Specialist

https://kentuckypestnews.wordpress.com/2023/05/23/reports-of-true-armyworm-in-hay-in-central-western-kentucky/?utm_source=KY+Pest+News+List&utm_campaign=07196574b4-KPN_NEWSLETTER_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bee884adb8-07196574b4-228299085&ct=t%28RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN%29
https://extension.missouri.edu/news/mowing-hay-low-may-cost-money-time-6062
https://beef.unl.edu/beefwatch/2020/utilizing-summer-annuals


Strangles is a disease caused by bacterial infection with Streptococcus equi subspecies equi (also
referred to as S. equi). Strangles is one of the most commonly diagnosed contagious diseases in horses
worldwide, and was first reported in 1251. The bacteria typically infect the upper airway and lymphoid
tissues of the head and neck, causing enlarged lymph nodes, nasal drainage, and abscess formation.
Strangles is highly contagious in horse populations and can cause outbreaks when an infected horse is
introduced into a new group or herd. Horses can also become chronic persistent carriers, and serve as
sources of bacteria over long periods of time. These asymptomatic carriers show little or no signs of
illness, and can be responsible for recurring outbreaks on farms. This article reviews the clinical signs,
diagnosis, and management of strangles in horses.

Click HERE to read more!

 
Heat Stress in Small Ruminants 
--Kelly Froehlich, Assistant Professor & South Dakota State

University Extension Sheep Specialist

The Upper Midwest provides periods of extreme heat during
summer and shorter periods of heat stress potential during

spring and fall. Are your sheep and goats cool enough in
their environment? Heat stress affects sheep and goat

performance by decreasing dry matter intake, while
increasing the need for water. This, in return, has a direct

impact on weight gain and milk production. Although sheep
and goats are more heat-tolerant than other ruminants (e.g.
cows), it is important to understand and identify when they

may be experiencing stress.
 

Click HERE to read more!

Equine Strangles: Management and Prevention 
-Sally DeNotta and Amanada House, University of Florida Extension 

 Free services cheerfully provided by
your local migrant services office - we

are NOT associated with legal aid. 
Diana Kuta & Angel Martinez/ Scott

County, Kentucky. 
diana.kuta@scott.kyschools.us or

angel.martinez@scott.kyschools.us
(502) 370-1929 or (502) 370-8141

Assistance for Migrant Workers 

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/VM134
https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2022/05/24/heat-stress-in-small-ruminants-2/
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Here are some ways the Scott
County Conservation District

can help you!

Scott County Conservation District
           100 E Penn Ave (M-F 9:00 – 2:00pm),

502-863-2466,  scottcountycd@yahoo.com

State Cost-Share
Applications accepted for 2024
funding until October 30, 2023
4 Areas of Interest: 
Livestock – Animal Feeding
Operations (AFO)
Livestock – Pastureland BMP
Cropland BMP
Forestland BMP

Local Cost Share
Programs Include:
Gateway, Barn Entrance & Heavy Traffic
Corridor Erosion Control Program
Pipeline and Waterer
Cover Crop
Pasture Renovation

Backyard Conservation
Programs Include:
Plant a Tree – 50% cost-share up to $100
Pollinator Plot – 50% cost-share up to $100
Rain Barrel Kit – 50% cost-share up to $25.00
Garden Cover Crop – Free bags of wheat seed



Wildlife Information

Ticks and Disease in
Kentucky 

-Anna Pasternack, Jonathan Larson, and Monica
Cipriana

Hunters Harvest Near-Record Number of
Wild Turkeys this Spring 

Kentucky turkey hunters reported an
impressive harvest of 35,658 turkeys this

spring, the second highest total on record for
the state  

The total, which includes the youth-only and
general statewide seasons, finished just shy

of 2010’s record harvest of more than
36,000 turkeys. It was 21% higher than the

three-year average, 23% higher than the
five-year average and 18% higher than the

ten-year average.  
 

Click HERE to read more!

Ticks are hemimetabolous, meaning they go through incomplete metamorphism. In the entomology
world, this means their lifecycle consists of 4 life stages: egg, larva, nymph and adult. When larvae hatch

from the egg they are very tiny—smaller than 2mm in size! The larva will find a host—usually a small
mammal—and feed for ~2-3 days, then molt into a nymph. The nymph will feed again, this time for ~4-7
days, then molt into an adult. Adult females will take a final bloodmeal for ~7-10 days, mate with a male,
lay eggs, and die. Adult males can bite but they do not engorge themselves. Most ticks will feed on three

separate hosts in their lifetime—these are called three-host ticks. Two-host ticks stay and feed on the
same host in the larval and nymphal stage, then drop off to find a different host as an adult. One-host

ticks remain and feed on the same host during their whole life.
Click HERE to read more!

For guidelines on how to submit a tick for identification and testing click HERE!

Graphic from the Kentucky Department of Fish
and Wildlife

https://fw.ky.gov/News/Pages/Hunters-harvest-near-record-number-of-wild-turkeys-this-spring.aspx
https://entomology.ca.uky.edu/ef618
https://entomology.ca.uky.edu/ticksurveillance2022


June
Events 

 
June 29th: Pest Management Field Day

at Princeton
July 25th: UK Corn, Soybean, and
Tobacco Field Day at Princeton 

Grain Events






