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        August has come and gone in a blur. State Fair was a
success. Between all the Cloverville and livestock
exhibits Scott County was well represented. Now with
September in full swing our office has open 4-H
enrollment. Reach out to our office if you’re interested. 
        September 15th to 21st is National Farm Safety and
Health Week. This week serves as a yearly reminder to be
safe during the fall harvest season. It also allows us to
take time to reflect on farmer mental health.  Studies
show that farmer suicide rates are 2-5x higher than the
national average. Farmers experience extreme stress
this time of year so be sure to check in with local farmers.
Call 988 the National Suicide and Crisis Lifeline if you are
experiencing suicidal thoughts. 
          Be sure to take a look at some of the upcoming
programs happening this fall and winter in the Central
Kentucky area. 

THE FARMACY
SEPTEMBER NEWS 

Agent Remarks 



In 2021, Kentucky was one of many states
that were impacted by a historic outbreak of
fall armyworms. That year marked perhaps
the worst year for the pest since the 1970s

and has inspired fear and dread about these
hungry, hungry caterpillars rearing their head
again. In the past week, reports from western

and central Kentucky have indicated that
some folks are seeing fall armyworms in

turfgrass areas. It doesn’t seem to be at the
same levels we experienced in 2021 but it
doesn’t hurt to review how this pest works

and what can be done about it.
Click HERE to read more!

Crops 

Return of the Fall Armyworm?
-Jonathan Larson

Multiple corn disease confirmed in
Kentucky 
-Kiersten Wise 

August WASDE, Crop Production
Reports Buoy Expectations for

Large Crops 
-Betty Resnick 

USDA’s Crop Production Report and August World
Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates,

published on August 12, confirms that we have very
large crops in American fields, with corn, soybeans

and other spring wheat projected to have record and
above-trend yields in 2024. The August reports are
the first of the year to estimate yields for corn and

soybeans based on farmer surveys and satellite
imagery. Additionally, planted and harvested

acreage estimates were updated to incorporate
certified acreage from the Farm Service Agency.

Click HERE to read more!

There are multiple foliar diseases confirmed
in Kentucky corn fields this year. Some are

familiar and annually important diseases like
gray leaf spot and southern rust, but newer
diseases are also present in several areas of

the state. 
Click HERE to read more!

https://www.kygrains.info/blog/2023/12/18/new-web-book-available-on-biopesticides-in-agriculture
https://kentuckypestnews.wordpress.com/2024/08/20/return-of-the-fall-armyworm/?utm_source=KY+Pest+News+List&utm_campaign=89256c7090-KPN_NEWSLETTER_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bee884adb8-89256c7090-228299085&ct=t(RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN)
https://www.kygrains.info/blog/2023/12/18/new-web-book-available-on-biopesticides-in-agriculture
https://release.nass.usda.gov/reports/crop0824.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/oce/commodity/wasde/wasde0824.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/oce/commodity/wasde/wasde0824.pdf
https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/publications/loss-of-effective-soybean-phytophthora-root-and-stem-rot-resistance-genes
https://www.fb.org/market-intel/august-wasde-crop-production-reports-buoy-expectations-for-large-crops
https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/publications/loss-of-effective-soybean-phytophthora-root-and-stem-rot-resistance-genes
https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/encyclopedia/gray-leaf-spot-of-corn
https://kentuckypestnews.wordpress.com/2024/07/09/preparing-western-kentucky-for-southern-rust-in-corn/
https://www.kygrains.info/blog/2024/7/31/multiple-corn-diseases-confirmed-in-kentucky


To Store or Not to Store? Old
Crop Exit Strategies 

-Grant Gardner

2024 Farmland Values
-Steve Isaacs, University of Kentucky

According to USDA estimates from their annual
Land Values Summary, Kentucky’s average Farm

Real Estate Values increased 7.5% in 2024 to
$5,300/acre, up from $4,930 in 2023. Figure 1 is a

comparison of Kentucky land values with the
national trend since 2000. Kentucky’s values trend

generally with national values, exceeding the
national average while trailing most Midwestern

states. Kentucky’s average Cropland Value
increased from $5,720/ac to $6,220/ac (8.7%)

while Kentucky’s Pastureland Value was up 5.6%
from $3,570 to $3,770/ac.
Click HERE to read more! 

Ag Economics and Policy 

The June Grain Stocks report indicated 37%
more corn and 44% more soybeans stored on-

farm than last year, indicating that many
producers still have grain in storage (Maples,

2024). Some of this stock has likely been sold,
but many producers are still sitting on old crops,

trying to determine whether to hold through
harvest or sell. In this article, we discuss three

facets of this decision: cutting losses (e.g. selling
now), storage with an operating loan, and storage

with cash flow using a hypothetical situation.
Click HERE to read more!

https://agecon.ca.uky.edu/2024-farmland-values
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://agecon.ca.uky.edu/store-or-not-store-old-crop-exit-strategies
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346


If not already done, soil sample and apply fertilizer as needed.
Plant perennial grasses and legumes. Consider using a novel endophyte tall fescue.
Harvest hay as needed. Do not harvest alfalfa after mid-September.
Scout pastures, identify perennial weeds and woody brush. Consult an agricultural professional to determine
the control strategy.
Closely monitor livestock and do not overgraze. Pasture plants accumulate energy reserves in the fall that help
them overwinter and regrow in the spring.
Feed hay to allow pastures to stockpile for winter grazing.
Rest native warm-season grass fields until after frost for better winter survival.

Forage Timely Tips: September

Forage News

 Adult clover root curculios feed on plant foliage but most
of the damage is caused by feeding of the larval stage on

the root system. The grub-like larvae chew furrows which
may entirely girdle the tap root of the plant. Damage is

usually most severe in young stands of alfalfa following a
legume, where large numbers of larvae are present in the
soil. These insects are usually not a significant problem in
established fields, although heavily damaged clover and

alfalfa may wilt and die during dry weather. 
Click HERE to read more!

Clover Root Curculio in Alfalfa
-Lee Townsend 

Fall Pasture and Grazing
Management 

-Jessica A. Williamson

Fall pasture growth often provides additional
opportunities for grazing livestock; however,

careful management of pastures is essential for the
over-wintering of forages and improvement into the
next growing season. A dry end to our summer has
stunted fall pasture regrowth dramatically, but as

rains begin to increase in frequency in most regions,
fall grazing is beginning to look a little more

promising, but could be detrimental to your forage
stand if not managed carefully.

Click HERE to read more! 

https://kyforagenews.com/2024/02/02/the-gift-that-keeps-giving-clover/?mc_cid=12aa501e87&mc_eid=8be0d82d64
https://kyhttps/hayandforage.com/article-4807-Four-plants-that-plague-horse-hay.htmlforagenews.com/2024/05/02/paying-attention-now-can-reduce-feeding-costs-later/?mc_cid=2d4cebed13&mc_eid=99b7349755
https://kyforagenews.com/2024/02/02/the-gift-that-keeps-giving-clover/?mc_cid=12aa501e87&mc_eid=8be0d82d64
https://extension.psu.edu/fall-pasture-and-grazing-management


Conservation
Corner

Here are some ways the Scott County
Conservation District can help you!

Scott County Conservation District
           100 E Penn Ave (M-F 9:00 – 2:00pm),

502-863-2466,  scottcountycd@yahoo.com

State Cost Share
Applications accepted for 2025
funding until October 30, 2024
4 Areas of Interest: 
Livestock – Animal Feeding
Operations (AFO)
Livestock – Pastureland BMP
Cropland BMP
Forestland BMP

Local Cost Share
Programs Include:
Gateway, Barn Entrance & Heavy Traffic
Corridor Erosion Control Program
Pipeline and Waterer
Cover Crop
Pasture Renovation
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Backyard Conservation
Programs Include:
Plant a Tree – 50% cost-share up to $100
Pollinator Plot – 50% cost-share up to $100
Rain Barrel Kit – 50% cost-share up to $25.00
Garden Cover Crop – Free bags of wheat seed



Livestock 

Guide to Plants of Kentucky
Potentially Poisonous to Livestock

-University of Kentucky 

Feeding distillers grains to beef cattle
-Alfredo DiCostanzo 

Distillers grains supply rises with ethanol production in
the Midwest. Producers that use distillers grains in
beef cattle diets must understand and manage the

following:
Changes in the nutrient content of distillers grains.
Storage and handling issues.
Formulating diets.

  Click HERE to read more!

Poisonous plants are responsible for considerable
losses to farmers and livestock producers in

Kentucky. Many cases of plant poisoning are never
diagnosed or even suspected. There are nearly 100

different species of plants growing in Kentucky that
under certain conditions may be poisonous to

livestock, although only one third of these are likely
to cause serious trouble.
Click HERE to read more!

 The American Sheep Industry has worked with the Department
of Agricultural Economics at Texas A & M University and

Agribusiness Food and Consumer Economics Research Center
to study the non-traditional lamb market in the United States,
which includes ethnic consumers. These researchers estimate
that "minority populations account for about 58% of the total

US lamb consumption and nearly three quarters of minority
lamb consumers prepare lamb at home." The Lamb Resource

Center now prices information on marketing to ethnic
consumers on their website.
Click HERE to read more!

Marketing Lamb and Goat for Holidays
-Melanie Barkley

https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://extension.umn.edu/beef-feedlot/feeding-distillers-grains-beef-cattle#:~:text=Including%20distillers%20grains%20in%20diets,matter%20as%20dry%20distiller%20grains.
https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://fas.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2024-07/Livestock_poultry.pdf
https://publications.ca.uky.edu/sites/publications.ca.uky.edu/files/ID2.pdf
https://fas.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2024-07/Livestock_poultry.pdf
https://news.ca.uky.edu/article/meet-meat-cutting-school-uk-teaches-skills-improve-industry
https://extension.psu.edu/marketing-lamb-and-goat-for-holidays
https://news.ca.uky.edu/article/meet-meat-cutting-school-uk-teaches-skills-improve-industry


Wildlife 
Dove Fields

How to attract birds to your
hunting spot - legally

-Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Federal migratory bird regulations prohibit
hunting mourning doves over bait. However,

doves can be attracted both effectively and legally
in Kentucky using managed fields. Fields managed
as wildlife food plots, or where normal agricultural

practices have occurred, are perfectly legal to
hunt as long as there is no sweetening of the field
with the addition of bait. Baiting includes placing

grains, salt or other attractants in an area used for
hunting. 

Click HERE to read more!

Coyotes in Kentucky 
-Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife

Coyotes have long been established and
common in suburban and urban centers,

including Los Angeles, Chicago and Denver. In
Kentucky, they are now commonly seen in all
120 counties. They are common everywhere

but, for the most part, stay hidden from people.
If you encounter a coyote, don't panic. Coyotes

will typically avoid people unless we create a
situation that invites them closer to our homes.
It is essential that communities work together to
maintain the natural fear that coyotes have of us
and create an environment where coyotes and

humans can better co-exist.
Click HERE to read more!

https://fw.ky.gov/Wildlife/Documents/dovefields.pdf
https://fw.ky.gov/Wildlife/Pages/Coyotes.aspx#:~:text=Bring%20livestock%20into%20barns%20or,and%20remove%20individual%20problem%20coyotes.
https://fw.ky.gov/News/Pages/Spring-cleaning-Don't-forget-the-bird-feeder.aspx


Free analysis to determine hay
quality and livestock needs. 

Call the Scott County
Extension Office to sign up.

502-863-0984 

Testing provides nutritional value of hay to 

reduced feed cost, increased animal 
performance, and information to 

improve forage stands. 

assist in balancing rations, and can result in 

DEADLINE TO REGISTER: 

OCTOBER 7, 2024 

2024 CENTRAL KENTUCKY 

HAY CONTEST 
Is your hay the best? 

SeptemberEvents

September 15th to 21st 








